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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (10/3/11):

“A new, more empowered way of getting books out to the world—one that’s less about hand-wringing about the future of publishing.” – Publishers Weekly

Concord ePress Announces Fall List

Great ebooks from Rick DeMarinis, Lucius Shepard, John Givens, and John Kuntz

The Concord ePress will publish four new titles on October 15, 2011, expanding the list of titles published by this innovative ebook imprint, launched by the Concord Free Press in spring, 2011. “We’re excited to see these fantastic writers becoming part of the Concord ePress,” says Stona Fitch, editor-in-chief. “Until now, these books were unavailable to the broader reading public. Our author-led publishing model lets us encompass a wide range of work, all linked by the author’s commitment to exploring new ways to connect with readers.”

The four Fall, 2011 titles are: 

SKY FULL OF SAND, by Rick DeMarinis (introduced by Scott Phillips)

VIATOR, by Lucius Shepard (introduced by Stona Fitch)
HOTEL NEPENTHE, by John Kuntz (introduced by David Gammons)
A FRIEND IN THE POLICE, by John Givens (introduced by Veronique Vienne)
All Concord ePress titles are available at www.concordepress.com and via Amazon.com. 

SKY FULL OF SAND, by Rick DeMarinis
An underground classic noir that writers talk about but readers couldn’t find, until now
Aging bodybuilder Uriah Walkinghorse runs afoul of the corrupt El Paso elite and quickly finds himself pursued by narco traficantes, a suburban dominatrix, his ex-wife, tenants of his sleazy apartment building, and (worst of all) bankers. Behind this noir-inflected border tale of a good man in bad trouble, there’s a touching meditation on the tenacity of life in the face of all odds. 
Sky Full of Sand was originally published in 2003 in a limited edition for collectors. The Concord ePress ebook marks its first wide availability.

“Once in a while, someone comes along and pumps some originality into the generic crime novel. Rick DeMarinis, who seems to have warmed his toes by the fires of James Crumley's gonzo genius, is one of that lonesome crowd of writers who love the language but aren't afraid to rough it up to save its life. If civilization is headed for the caves, it’s nice to know that DeMarinis will be there, scribbling on the walls.” 
– New York Times Book Review

“Like a cold lake, this novel by the author of such books as Cinder and Year of the Zinc Penny is best entered by a plunge. Bleak, brutal, demented and cruel, the El Paso world inhabited by Uriah Walkinghorse shocks the system, sets nerve-ends tingling, numbs, then drags you into its thrall.” 
– Publishers Weekly
“Sky Full of Sand is noir down to a sentence level with a piece of noir wisdom on every page.”
– Brian Lindenmuth, naming his top ten noir novels on the Mulholland Books site
“A kind of twisted genius, treading in Charles Bukowski territory.”
 – The Agony Column

Rick DeMarinis has published nine novels, six story collections, and a book on the art and craft of the short story. Magazine publications include The Atlantic Monthly, Esquire, GQ, Harper’s, Paris Review, and others. He taught fiction San Diego State, Arizona State, the University of Montana, and the University of Texas at El Paso. He received two NEA fellowships, and a literature award from the American Academy of Arts and Letters. 
VIATOR, by Lucius Shepard
An unsettling novel that almost drove its author mad, Phillip K. Dick channeling Conrad

Grounded on a remote section of the Alaskan coast, the freighter Viator exerts a powerful control over the group of four men hired to determine the ship’s worth as salvage. As the group starts to come apart at the seams, their leader, Thomas Willander, is afflicted by a series of disturbing dreams. As the men move from eccentric to borderline, they become incapable of escaping Viator’s eerie allure.

This edition of Viator has been revised and enlarged significantly by Shepard, who says that writing Viator drove him to the brink of a mental and physical breakdown. This Concord ePress ebook is the only available edition of the new Viator.


Filled with long, beautiful sentences that play out like never-ending riffs from a jazz musician's horn, the new novel by World Fantasy Award–winner Shepard works as a stylistic experiment and as a short, edgy look at the intricacies of fate and the power each individual may or may not have over his own destiny. Housed aboard Viator, an abandoned ship off the coast of Alaska, Thomas Wilander is a man with a failed past and an uncertain future. Hoping the salvage job on Viator will be a springboard to a new life, Wilander is disturbed to find that his four workmates are behaving erratically, perhaps suffering from mental instability. Shepard's smooth, flowing prose aptly mirrors Wilander's delusion-laden mind and makes for an enriching read. 
– Publishers Weekly
Lucius Shepard, one of America’s most criminally underrated novelists, is the author of dozens of novels and short story collections spanning a broad range of genres, from fantasy to science fiction to literary fiction. He was born in Lynchburg, Virginia and raised in Daytona Beach, Florida. He briefly attended the University of North Carolina and thereafter worked as a rock musician for the better part of a decade. He has traveled extensively in Latin America and his fiction, much of it reflecting his experience in that region, has earned him numerous awards, including the Gran Prix de l’Imaginaire. Currently he lives in Portland, Oregon.
HOTEL NEPENTHE, by John Kuntz
Surreal pop culture stew served up by one of America’s rising young playwrights

Filled with a crazed assortment of visitors, The Hotel Nepenthe is the site of a bloody murder, a fatal car crash, and plenty of liaisons—dirty and dangerous. Add in a mysterious hat box and a missing baby and you get an unholy mix of David Lynch, Dario Fo, and the E network. Behind it all is genius playwright John Kuntz, who shifts seamlessly between absurdity and deep emotional honesty, keeping audiences uncertain of whether they should be laughing or crying—or ideally doing both at the same time.

Originally staged by the Actors’ Shakespeare Project in an abandoned storefront in Somerville, MA, The Hotel Nepenthe is slated for a major production by Boston’s Huntington Theater in 2012. This ebook edition by the Concord ePress is the only available issue of The Hotel Nepenthe, a rare play that’s as entertaining to read as it is to see.

“The Hotel Nepenthe is ridiculously funny.” 

– Boston lowbrow

“Although the “nepenthe’’ of Kuntz’s title comes from the Greek word for a drug of forgetfulness to alleviate sorrow, ’70s sitcom theme songs are clearly ringing in his head, and every time his plot starts to drift into darker realms, a song snippet yanks his characters back to the land of outrageous humor.” 
– Boston Globe
John Kuntz is a founding company member of The Actors Shakespeare Project, where he has played key roles in Much Ado About Nothing, Timon of Athens, The Tempest, King John, Titus Andronicus, and many other productions. He is the author of fourteen plays, including Jasper Lake, which received both the Michael Kanin and Paula Vogel National Playwriting Awards, with productions at the Kennedy Center (Washington, DC) and the New York Fringe Festival. His solo show, The Salt Girl, received the 2010 Elliot Norton Award for Best New Play. He teaches at Suffolk University, Concord Academy, and The Boston Conservatory.
A FRIEND IN THE POLICE, by John Givens
A lush crime novel set in a tropical jungle, where power and language have run wild

When George Bates, a middle-aged American businessman, arrives in the Republic, a tropical Asian archipelago, he finds himself under the power of a foreign climate and culture—as well as the mysterious Detective Sargeant Xlong, the local chief of police. As Bates struggles to help Xlong’s son out of trouble, he finds himself lost in a complex hallucinatory world reminiscent of The Heart of Darkness. 
Written long before literary authors decided to delve into crime and noir fiction, A Friend in the Police is often spoken of by veteran authors as the book they wish they had written. Newly revised by the author, this Concord ePress ebook is the first widely available edition of this novel in decades.

 “A Friend in the Police suggests a parody of Conrad and Graham 
Greene by Nathanael West: it’s an exhilarating novel, an important 
satire, a comic vision phrased in energetic and constantly surprising prose.” 
– John Hawkes

“Somehow, John Givens moves from Waugh’s world to Conrad’s. 
That he could do so without visibly changing gears, or without 
forsaking his highly charged language, seems to me a very neat trick indeed.” 
– Peter S. Prescott, Newsweek

“The jungles of Southeast Asia, sleazy bars filled with B-girls, and 
Communist guerrillas form the backdrop of John Givens’s A Friend in the Police. Givens … evokes a fresh and powerful sense of the character of the place and its people.” 
– John Thomas Stovall, Chicago Tribune 

John Givens was a Peace Corps Volunteer in South Korea, studied art and language in Kyoto, and worked in Tokyo as a writer and editor. Givens also worked as creative director for digital design studios in NYC and San Francisco. Givens has published three novels: Sons of the Pioneers, A Friend in the Police, and Living Alone. A short story collection, The Plum Rains, was published in Ireland last year. Givens’ short stories have appeared in Kyoto Journal, Mississippi Review, Necessary Fiction, Wag’s Revue, Word Riot, Drunken Boat, Eclectica, Cerise Press, Asia Literary Review, and other journals. Givens’ non-fiction includes Irish Walled Towns, as well as essays and book reviews. Givens lives out on the wet and windy Howth peninsula north of Dublin Bay and teaches fiction writing at the Irish Writers’ Centre.

ABOUT THE CONCORD EPRESS

Founded in 2011, the Concord ePress is the ebook imprint of the renegade Concord Free Press, which publishes novels and gives them away for free, asking that readers make a voluntary donation to a local charity or individual in need. Its first five books have already generated more than $227,000 in donations to diverse causes and individuals in need throughout the world. Proceeds from the sale of Concord ePress books are split evenly between the author and the Concord Free Press, which uses the funds to support its mission of linking reading and generosity.
The Concord Free Press Advisory Board includes Megan Abbott, Russell Banks, Gregory Maguire, Stephen McCauley, Joyce Carol Oates, Tom Perrotta, Francine Prose, and others. 

"An innovative publishing effort that one-ups Abbie Hoffman's yippie manifesto, Steal This Book." – Washington Post

 “A grand experiment in subversive altruism.”
– ForeWord Magazine

“The most revolutionary publisher on the planet.”

– Scott Pack

